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RPR #4:  Mapping the Rhetorical Situation  
 
 
Directions: 
 Make sure you’ve selected all of the sources you’ll use for your Final Project 
according to the stipulations set forth in the project assignment sheet. 
 
 Create a map on Bubble.us (or comparable software, or do it by hand & 
digitize).  Your map will have your topic name in the center (see example on page 
2). Then, you will create a bubble per source. That is, you should have a bubble for 
each of your 3-4 argumentative/analytical sources, and bubbles for any primary 
sources. 
 
 Each bubble should then include some DETAILED and specific rhetorical 
analysis of one source and its arguments. After creating all bubbles, map out the 
relationship between sources and how this works in your larger conversation (i.e. 
your project).  The questions in the boxes below guide the information that you 
should provide. (Be sure to check out the student sample map on page 2.)    Be 
SURE that for each source, you state the title, author, date, publication 
or genre, and background of the author/organization.  
 
 
 
 

Why the source is 
important in the 
conversation 
among these 
sources? 
 
How source 
connects to/ 
departs from other 
sources? Or, what 
is its relationship 
to them? 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the rhetorical situation of the source? Where did the 
source originally appear (in what publication)?  When (date)? 
What setting (geographical, professional, academic)? To what 
audience? 
 
What is the “writer’s project”?  What issue(s) is it responding 
to?  
 
What kind of exigence (urgency) does the piece exhibit?   
 
How timely/fitting is the argument (kairos) to its situation and 
audience? 
 
How does the source participate in the conversation?  What 
kind of tone is used and why? 
 
Does the source “borrow,” “illustrate,” “extend,” “forward,” 
from other arguments/authors?  
 
What are the uses/limitations of the source? 
 
How does the source create ethos, pathos, or logos? 

 



 


