When we start to look for primary sources, we have two basic things in mind:

Accessibility

Purpose

Who or what is easiest for me to get my hands on?
Do I know where I can locate these sources?

Do these people have time for me?

If they don’t, who is the closest alternative person?
How long will it take to get the info from this source?

Whose perspective or what information could improve or enhance my argument/project?
In what ways will I use the info in the project?
Am I looking for a more humanistic, personal perspective or a more logical, factual perspective?
Am I just looking for some concrete or interesting examples to bring into my paper?

Who or what could answer my research questions?

Where to begin

With a partner or group, start tracing out primary source possibilities together. This chart shows the SPECTRUM of possible
places you could look to find primary information. Try to fill in some primary source possibilities underneath each category

on the spectrum.

Accessible/Easy to find

More effort to locate or create

textually based, easily abstract, open
accessible Googling
Bibliographies from sources The phone book
you’ve already visited

Organizations’ websites

Government websites

require personal contact
Local places (in Syracuse or
another local environment
that is relevant to your topic)
Government offices
Businesses

College campus (Professors,
organizations, etc)

Your family/friends
(connections)

very specialized

Special library collections
Experts/Professors/ VIPs
Artifacts/objects

do-it-yourself
Surveys/questions
Experiments

Field studies






